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Where Two or Three are Gathered…. 
(The Introductory Rites of the Mass) 

“Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in their midst”. (Matthew 18:20) 

Whenever we assemble for Mass, we, as a people, do so with the knowledge that we 

are purposely doing so to celebrate God in our midst. Although some mistakenly refer 

to the introductory rites as “the gathering rite”, it nevertheless does what it is             

designed to do. It effectively draws the people into one body, working in unison for 

the purpose of the salvation of all. (liturgy, from the Greek leitourgia , the work of 

the people). That is why it is so important to have members serving as greeters to 

welcome each person who has come to participate in this most noble endeavor. Yet, it 

is not just the sum of the people that produces the fruits of our labor, it is far            

greater! The Sacred liturgy has synergy, whereby the outcome surpasses the           

expected end. It is like 1+1=3. For example, when two oxen are yoked together they 

are able to surpass the production of the two oxen working individually.  This is true 

of the Sacred Liturgy. We, the oxen, are able to surpass our individual labors by joining 

with Christ, who is symbolized by the Yoke. There is certainly something far greater 

going on than what meets the eye! 

Entrance and Accompanied Chant (hymn): The Priest, accompanied by other                 

Ministers, processes from the back of the Church to the Altar while the faithful stand 

in agreement and sing. 

Symbolism: 

Priest – The Priest, once vested, makes the conscious intention to act in Persona  

Christi (act in the person of Christ) and resolutely goes up to the Altar of God (the 

symbol of Calvary) to offer himself in sacrifice for the atonement of sins and the            

salvation of all. 

Ministers– ideally a thurifer bearing incense (a priestly symbol of sacrificial offerings), 

followed by the crossbearer carrying a Crucifix (the ultimate symbol of sacrifice), 

flanked by two candleholders, Lectors who will proclaim God’s Word, Extraordinary 

Ministers of the Eucharist and the Deacon holding the Book of the Gospels;  They too, 

like the disciples of Jesus, are called to knowingly choose to accompany the Priest 

(Christ) on his way to the Altar of Sacrifice. 
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The Faithful standing and singing- Just as the accompanying ministers go with the 

Priest celebrant up to the Altar of God, to suffer and die with Christ for the salvation 

of all, the faithful do likewise by standing in agreement with the action of the               

ministers, and singing to praise God for the saving work at hand. It is as if they, too, 

were in procession with the very same intention. (Practicality suggests this would be 

far too cumbersome!) 

Genuflection or Bow - upon arriving before the Altar the ministers bow or genuflect 

(from the Latin “genu” meaning knee, and “flectere” meaning bend); Whenever I    

genuflect, bow or kneel in Church, I consciously try to think of a brief prayer that I 

learned: “I willingly choose to die with Christ so as to rise with Him in newness of life”. 

Reverencing the Altar – The Deacon places the Book of the Gospels onto the altar 

and then the Priest and Deacon kiss the altar before going to the presidential chair. 

The Priest and Deacon embrace the work of Christ, that is proclaiming the Good News 

of salvation that wipes away our sins and accepts the sacrificial work of Christ in the          

Eucharist. In this way, they symbolically unite the earthly work of the people with the 

angels and saints to the Eternal Banquet of Heaven. All are included, our loved ones 

of the past, those in the present and those of the future. This was better appreciated 

when relics of saints were once placed into the altar itself. 

The Sign of the Cross and the greeting – While standing at the presider’s chair, the 

Priest facing the faithful boldly traces the cross on his body and intones: “In the Name 

(not names) of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”. The faithful do            

likewise and respond “Amen”. 

When I do so, I consciously think that I am placing my body on the cross as Christ. It 

helps me unite my sacrifice with His. It is my hope that you may adopt this practice as 

well, thereby uniting all our sacrifices with His and enabling our sacrifices to be           

perfected in His Perfect Sacrifice. All we do therefore, is then united in the Name of 

God “The Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit!”  

                       Fr. Paul 

All this and we have just begun! 

More highlights to come. 


